
 Since Ash Wednesday, we have been striving to unite ourselves with Christ in the desert. 

Since Ash Wednesday, we have taken up the Christian ways of prayer and fasting and 

almsgiving. And today, we journey with Christ as He makes His solemn entrance into the Holy 

City of Jerusalem.  

 As we heard in the first Gospel, the way that Jesus enters into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 

is anything but ordinary. Jesus comes not as a poor teacher, not as a criminal, rather, He enters 

as the King. Every detail from St. Luke’s account of Palm Sunday illustrates this reality. From 

the colt upon which no one has ever sat to the disciples helping him to mount that colt, from the 

people laying down their cloaks on the road to the quote from Psalm 118 that the people 

repeated - “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” - every detail draws from the 

history of Israel to point to the Lord’s identity as king 

 But this triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, does not lead the Lord Jesus to be seated on a 

glorious, kingly throne. Instead, His destination is a different kind of throne - the throne of the 

Cross. It is here on the Cross where Jesus will reign as “King of the Jews.” And it is here on the 

cross where Jesus will fulfill His divine mission.  

 St. Luke’s Gospel gives a unique insight into this divine mission that Jesus fulfilled, 

because St. Luke tells us two words of Jesus from the Cross that are not included in any other 

Gospel.  
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 First, as Jesus is nailed to the cross, he cries out to God on behalf of His executioners: 

“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” Even at this most terrible moment of 

torture, Jesus seeks mercy for the people He has been sent to redeem. Surely, Jesus could have 

cursed these men; He could have damned them to hell for all eternity. Instead, He pleads for 

mercy on their behalf.  

 And the second unique word of St. Luke comes just a few verses later. Two criminals 

were crucified with Jesus one on each side of Him. And when one begins to mock Jesus, the 

other rebukes Him and instead calls out to the Lord for mercy: “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” Mindful of His divine mission, Our Blessed Lord responds to that 

poor sinner with the words that every person hopes to hear: “Amen, I say to you, today you will 

be with me in Paradise.” 

 This is the mission of Jesus - He was sent by God to be Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. Jesus has taken on our human flesh so that he could be the very fountain of God’s 

mercy! As we celebrate this most holy week, we will see, over and over again, the ways that 

Jesus becomes for us this Fountain of God’s own mercy.  

 Let us enter into this week with our whole hearts. Let us make every effort to gather as 

God’s people to worship Him in these sacred liturgies. For here, in our worship of God during 

this Holy Week, we can see for ourselves the fulfillment of the mission of Jesus. And here in 

these liturgies, we are blessed to kneel and drink from that eternal fountain of God’s mercy. 
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